
STRATEGIC	PRINCIPLES	FOR	SUSTAINABLE	EXPLORATION

• FISCAL REALISM
Implementable in the near-term with the buying power 
of current budgets and in the longer term with budgets 
commensurate with economic growth;

• SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION
Exploration enables science and science enables 
exploration; leveraging scientific expertise for human 
exploration of the solar system.

• TECHNOLOGY PULL AND PUSH
Application of high TRL technologies for near term 
missions, while focusing sustained investments on 
technologies and capabilities to address the challenges 
of future missions;

• GRADUAL BUILD UP OF CAPABILITY
Near-term mission opportunities with a defined cadence 
of compelling and integrated human and robotic missions, 
providing for an incremental buildup of capabilities for 
more complex missions over time;

• ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
Opportunities for U.S. commercial business to further 
enhance their experience and business base;

• ARCHITECTURE OPENNESS AND RESILIENCE
Resilient architecture featuring multi-use, evolvable space 
infrastructure, minimizing unique developments, with each 
mission leaving something behind to support subsequent 
missions;

• GLOBAL COLLABORATION AND LEADERSHIP
Substantial new international and commercial 
partnerships, leveraging current International Space 
Station partnerships and building new cooperative 
ventures for exploration; and

• CONTINUITY OF HUMAN SPACEFLIGHT 
Uninterrupted expansion of human presence into the solar 
system by establishing a regular cadence of crewed 
missions to cis-lunar space during ISS lifetime.


